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1. Introduction 
 
The neo-tropical armoured catfish, Hoplosternum littorale (Hancock, 1828), Family 
Callichthyidae, is commonly known as Hassar in Guyana, Kwi Kwi in Suriname, 
Cascadu in Trinidad and Currito in Venezuela. It is native to northern South America, 
east of the Andes, and can also be found in French Guiana, Paraguay and Argentina.  
 
Hassar is a popular fish in Guyana, and is regarded as a delicacy. The market is mainly a 
local one, but export markets exist, in the Guyanese Diaspora. These markets are 
presently supplied by Hassar captured from the wild. However, stocks of wild Hassar 
have fluctuated recently, and are in decline.  
 
The Hassar is a good fish for freshwater warm water aquaculture. In their fingerling and 
grow-out stages, they do not require dissolved oxygen, are extremely tolerant to poor 
water conditions and can withstand poor handling. Hassar are also very suitable for 
polyculture with Tilapia and other species which live in the upper levels of the pond.  
 
Hassar also use a wide variety of natural foods as well as artificial feeds, tolerate poor 
water quality, and grow relatively rapidly at an appropriate stocking rate.  
 
Over the past four decades, efforts have been made locally to breed and grow this fish, 
with little success. However, research at the Mon Repos Aquaculture Station during the 
last five years has resulted in successful, simple methodologies for the reproduction and 
grow-out culture of the Hassar.  
 
This recent information is presented here, to assist farmers in the successful aquaculture 
of Hassar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


