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1. Introduction 
 
The Swamp Shrimp, Mesopenaeus tropicales (Bouvier, 1905), Family Solenoceridae, is 
also known as the Salmon Shrimp. It is distributed from North Carolina, through Florida 
(USA), the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea, to Rio Grande do Sul (Brazil). It is found 
between depths of 30 and 915 meters, but may be more abundant below 200 meters. 
 
Swamp Shrimp is more popular in the Berbice region of Guyana, where it is regarded as 
a delicacy. The price is excellent, ranging between G$200 and G$600 per pound. The 
market is mainly a local one, but caters mostly to expatriates returning home from 
overseas. Consequently, Swamp Shrimp is not “exported” in the traditional way, but 
rather, is taken abroad by expatriates as they return. 
 
Swamp Shrimp is captured in small amounts by the Chinese Seine fishing gear, but the 
majority of production comes from the capture-based aquaculture, practiced on the 
Corentyne Coast, Region 6 (approximately 90%) and in Mahaica/Berbice, Region 5 
(approximately 10%).  
  
The Swamp Shrimp is a good species for brackish or marine warm water aquaculture. It 
is tolerant to a wide range of salinity and extremely poor water conditions, can withstand 
low dissolved oxygen concentrations, and is resistant to poor handling conditions.  
 
It can grow well in extensive or semi-intensive culture systems, and is suitable for 
reduced or zero feeding culture systems.  
  
The information in this manual draws upon the experiences of Swamp Shrimp farmers 
from the Corentyne Coast, as well as published material on Penaeid shrimp farming in 
general.  
 
This manual is intended to serve as a guide for the improved extensive culture of the 
Swamp Shrimp.  
 
 


